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Jesus, in good rabbinical fashion, offers us a series of shaagimgdoday ¢ sayings to shake us, his followers,

out of our complacencySayingto awaken us to the bracing message of the Gospéhile he turns his fee

stubbornly towards Jerusalenm{uch to everyg’ S Qa 02 y & (i S NJ lhdihbl@syip armjfigr tofuk a G NB a &
mirror that reflects back to us our reluctance, our secguetssing, our hesitancy to live into the fullnes#isf

message, of his Way
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obligatiors ¢ obligations to family, to tradition, to institution, to the pressing needs and concerns of our worldly

lives. We spook easily at change, we blanch at difference, we resist the challenge those outside our doors pose

to us, we seek safety inwhatwe ko I Y R TSI NJ dekus delibérstelyRsRaie® ip dis hearers and us,
shocks us out of our comfort and into a vulnerable, itinerate ptatte place of ongoing journey, the fragility of

raw humanity on a dusty road, even staring into the face okdess, death, and dissolution. Only in that way
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Some of you might have heard abauir most recentAnglican dusup. After a series oflueling Pentecost

Letters,The Archbishop of Canterbury recently dismissed representatives of The Episcopal Church from Anglican
Communion ecumenical councils as a consequence of our consecraipgmly lesbian Bishop Los Angeles

This lel in turn o an uncomfortable conversation between our Church's Executive Council and the Communion's
Secretary Generallust where are we and who are we naw The Episcopal Churichthe Anglican
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come by

As if that weren't enouglo mull over on its ownour Presiding Bishop was visiting the cathedral in Southwark in
the Church of England in recent weeks, when she was instructed by the office of thesAoghbf Canterbury

to not only provide evidence of her ordination status (despiée numerous previous visits), butas told to

refrain from wearing her miez K S NJ LJ2 A y (i duihg ihellituigygbedaude the ICRUEh of England is in

a very fragit state at the moment as they consider yet again the consecration of women bishops.

Coming at such a raw time for everyboglgu can well imaginthe result was an uglgll-to-publicepisode in
trans-Atlantic ecclesiastical diplomacy thaas become know | & b YA (i NB 3| { &mbarrassrheiit 6 NP d:
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for many in the Church of England, and proxlappeals to 1776 on this side of the Atlantic! Our Presiding

Bishop, to her credit, was quite courteous about the whaifair while in England, though updrer return she

publicly noted the silliness of the reactivity over the episodieen she moved forward with her service to the

life and mission of a Christian peoplBut such is life in the Anglican Communion these days. \\datgive
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being consecrated where and how, while officials attempt to mop up a pudbdic relationamess and pundits

and bloggerdike mewax eloquent . .while the generapublic roll their eyesver those silly Christiarat it

again there are millions across the Communion in dire straits financially, experiencing maddening hunger and
debilitating disase, and Creation groans whdé gushes in the Gulf.

It would be tooeasy to start scoring points against the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Wilicammslulging

in irrelevancyg especially in these days of the World Cilaybe this is some great ecclesiastical showdown on

the world stage.Perhaps we could say The &mpipal Church has scored one doalbeing dignified in the face

of such rudeness, the Church of England for beingnspeakably insensitivail. The crowds are screaming

from the stands and the feelings are running high. We could leave it thereadiritigame over, but that would

be too easy. Truth be told, Rowan Williams is in an untenable positictwe are, too} Y R A (i Qime2 y f & K

The office of the Archbishop of Canterbury must overmee we help fund nineteenth and twentieth-century

institution, the Anglican Communiod, KI & ¢l a odzAt d fFNBSt& 2y (G(KS ¥F2dz/RI
between English and North American bishgpes, all men, all white beginning at the height of the British

Empire. With the freedom of coloniabges in Africa and the explosion of evangelical Anglicanism and rising
leadership in those countries; with monumental social, philosophical, and theological change in the West and a
shift to more democratic principles of church governance here, theoblw@ ¥ / 2 YYdzy A2y 2dzA G F
anymore in aiverseBody.

Our Presiding Bishop puts it this way in a recent interViewe are like a great family in whithe teenagers are

at lastgrowing up. We no longem old colonial fashiorturn to (papa?)Canterbury2 NJ ISy (i f SYSy Qa | :
to make it right. The institution, with all of its inherent inertia, its enthrallment with regulations, traditions, and
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into the uncertainty of the twentfirst century. The Body of Christ is moving on to semapally changing

world. How will we followlesus towards Jerusalénwill be like Elishdaring tofollow Elijah to the boundary

of the Jordan?Will we pick u® t A 8anfleQven he departs®Will we dare ask for a doubfhare of the

spirit of prophecyhesequestiorsin the face of deeply conflicted timesust keep Rowan Williams awake at
nightsometimes | hope so. Thewould me. "The Son of & has nowhere to lay his head," after all.

But there is good news. For while bishops and officials quaveglcrumbling ecclesiastical edificebe

D 2 a Ldfidsiénzontinues. | think of the House of Bishops in the Church of Tanzania, who hohetithat t
church's communion with The Episcopal Church hangs by the barest thread because of eunoiitesial
disagreements over human sexuality. Yet here we are at Church of Our Saviour, in partnership with Ibihwa
parish on the ground in the Diocese offtal Tanganyika, supporting primary educationfity childreng

many of whom have lost their parents to AIDS. The politicking of bishops matters little in such circumstances.
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Abstract theological disagreements over human sexuality quickly becontevarg, when education means a
future for a vulnerable life amongst people struggling with unimaginable tragedy and abject poverty.

Closer to home, | think afur youth returningfrom a mission trip to help with théppalachigservice Project. |
think of our ongoing ministry with the hungry in cooperation with Our Lady Mount Cagraktheological and
ecclesiastical differences aside. | thinkhef work of the wider Episcopal Church just in Marin County, from a
developingfood pantry in Contempo Manrito our partnership with numerous churches and organizations in
Marin City to start the Hannah Freedom School, a literacy program4{aslastudents in Marin City.
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that focuses on institutional preservation for its own sake is about the spiritually dead burying their own dead.
When doing it the old way is the only reason for being, we lose sight of who we are called to be and we engage

in a half-life focused on death. But when weset our gaze forward as a people on mission for the sake of the
Gospel- a people who are walking the way of the cross, who are putting our hand tpltireof the kingdom

of God and not looking back, we regainr lives in Christ. The real Anglican Communion is not found in the

formal structures of Lambeth Palace or in the tired strife between bishops and archbishops. The Anglican
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sleeves are rolled up for mission and justice prayerfully meets compassion, where suffering is relieved and the
hungry are fed, where sacramental, embodied partnerships are giving life rather than fighting over abstract
ideasand the inconsequential nature of steeples and mitres.

¢ KSy (i KS NBristépher Sedy&nialtktired cleric from the Angkan Church of Uganda. Bishop
Senyonjdnherited the faith ofineteenth-century English missionaries, along with all the Viatorwalues they

brought with them tothe British colonies of AfricaBut then came to his door a hidden class of people in

Uganda, gay and lesbian, fearful for their lives, living in shame for their sexual orientation and in some instances
their clandestie loves. Bishop Senyorgad the church he served had taught that sashthesebelonged

somewhereA y G KS f A&l 2F @AO0SA robicaksahdsinneduRely dondemtBdvby the dzf Q &
Christian Gospel. Bitishop Senyonjbistened withcompassion to their stories in the light ofavingGod
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in their relationships the fruits of the Spirit that Paul also identiirethe samepassagelove, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, generaosity, faithfulness, gentleness, andceifol. These fuits of the Spirit stodin gark

contrast to the encultured suspicions and hatreddhyomosexuality inhe greatercommunity, ranging all the

way up to proposed lawis Uganda; supported by the Church, | might addo make homosexualy a capital

offense. Bishop Senyonjeas converted in a profound way, argktting his face towards Jerusalem after his

beloved Christcame out as a straightd&ocate for these hidden and oppressed voicelsisn"Church and

homeland As a result, 8and his wifefound themselvesut off from his pension, receiving death threats, and
severedfrom a Churclio which he had devoted his ligend love Yet he persist taking his messagal around

the AnglicanCommuniord 2 K K aledoS KS KlFa KSINR (2RlI&dQa D2aLX
God's love, even if it's toward into a crucified place.

C2NJ WSadzaz GKS a{2y 2F alRE (g R2 Skl & 2y(i2 AN NGBS £ (1 2 f {21yES IK
outcasts and those proclaimed sinndngthe wider society Hedineswith the unclean and the ritually impure.
He talks with women publicly and touches the leper. hidegs outwith those proclaimed righteus and



unrighteous alike He faces down the pettiness of seljhteousness and the insularity of the powerful and the
narrowness of the traditionalThis is Jesus and his new family of the Kingdom on the move, walking towards a
crucified place if neelle. He is with our sisters and brothers walking this day in the fortieth annual Pride
parade in San Francisco, a community of men and women recovering from saflietgd shame, continuing to
struggle for their rights to discern their unique path wilod and to seek and celebrate the blessing of the Spirit
in their most cherished relationshipsdanyin that paradehave left the Church for obvious reasons. Some have
remained by gracand beamwith hopethe institutionalized seconduessingnuch of Chistianity continues to

offer.

Theirs has inspirethe struggle of a Church like The Episcopal Church that has recently openemts and
hearts to their lives and stories.and made them our ownThisis no longerlboutour ministry to LGBT people,
but aboutour ministry with them. Like a family coming together out of the closet, this is no longer about
"them," but about "us." We journey together towardsrusalenmand through a crucified place, thrown off
ecumenical councils, punished by The Aishbp of Canterbury and our sister churches in many places and
ways,on the receiving endf cries of heresy and bearing the umbrage of many at home and abroad. In two
generations we have taken bold steps that leave us a mingatpeit a growing minoty ¢ in the greater
Christian world, and we have yet further to go. For instance, it was only last summer that for the first time
transgendered members of our Church were able to speak publicly about who theyane:xehat they have
experienced in the Chiah on the floor of our governing bodies. We have yet to settle the controversial
guestions of marrige and blessings in the context of our traditional liturgi®ge are tangled in lawsuits as a
few of our sisters and brothers attempt to depart the Bahd try to take theproperty with them. An
expensive courtroom battle becomes a painful, woefetourse when the Family of God cannot live with
difference. We quarrel just as the apostles did on the road to Jerusalem. But Jesus veatiksfaceis setg
leadinguson just the same.
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measuredonly as far as it serves the Gospel, only as far as it brings healing in grace, only as far asgttis willi

set aside complacency for thigors of relationship, only as much as it is willing to make tradition live for a new
generation, to reinvent the old way of doing things for the needs of those who are with us in the holy present,

and those who come #&dr us in the hopeful tomorrow.

Are you challengedy this Gospé& | am We all are togetherBut we are reminded in our hymn this day, that
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one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. It is not a foundation made of cement or stone. Nor is it a foundation of
portfolios, stocks, and savings accountor is it a foundation of old traditions bound up in pretty places

enshrined in canon lawit is a foundation of humanity and divinity made one in Chyistucified by the world

and raised again by God, and breathing ever new life among us in the Spirit.



